
 ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF COTTAGE GROVE, WISCONSIN 
 Adopted pursuant to Sec. 25.01 of the Town of Cottage Grove Code 
 
Title: Confidentiality  of  Income  and  Expenses  Provided  to  Assessor  for  
Assessment  Purposes  
 
Code Section(s) created, amended, or repealed    03.04 
Presented to Board by      Town Clerk, as recommended by 

Wisconsin Towns Association   
Committee Review by       None 
Date(s) Public Hearing(s) held (if required)   July 6, 2009  
Date adopted       July 6, 2009 
Vote        5-0 
Date of posting of adoption of ordinance    July 10, 2009 
Date of publication of adoption of ordinance   Not Required 
 
The Town Board of the Town of Cottage Grove does ordain as follows: 
 
TCG Ord. Section 03.04 entitled “Confidentiality of Income and Expenses Provided  to  
Assessor  for  Assessment  Purposes” is hereby created to read as follows: 
 
03.04  CONFIDENTIALITY OF INCOME AND EXPENSES PROVIDED TO 
ASSESSOR FOR ASSESSMENT PURPOSES 
 
(1) This ordinance adopts by reference Wis. Statutes Sec. 70.47 (7)(af).  Income  and  
expense  information  provided  by  a  property  owner  to  an  assessor  for  the  purposes 
of  establishing  the  valuation  for  assessment  purposes   by  the  income  method  of  
valuation  shall  be  confidential  and  not  a  public record  open  to  inspection  or  
copying  under  Sec.  19.35  (1)  of  Wis.  Statutes. 
 
(2) Exceptions.     An  officer  may  make  disclosure  of  such  information  under  
the  following  circumstances: 
 
(a) The  assessor  has  access  to  such  information in  the  performance  of  his/her  
duties; 
 
(b) The  board  of  review  may  review  such information  when  needed,  in its  
opinion,  to  decide  upon  a  contested  assessment; 
 
(c) Another  person  or  body  has  the  right  to  review  such  information  due  to  
the intimate  relationship  to  the  duties  of  an  office or  as  set  by  law; 
 
(d) The  officer  is  complying  with  a  court  order; 
 
(e) The person  providing  the  income  and  expense  information  has  contested  the  
assessment  level at  either  the  board of  review  or by  filing  a  claim  for  excessive  
assessment  under  Sec.  74.37 ,  in  which  case  the  base records  are  open and  public. 



 
(3) Severability.      The  several  sections  of  this  ordinance  are  declared  to  be  
severable.  If  any  section  or  portion  thereof  shall  be  declared  by  a  court of  
competent  jurisdiction  to  be  invalid,  unlawful  or  unenforceable,  such  decision  shall  
apply  only  to  the  specific  section  or portion  thereof  directly  specified  in  the  
decision,  and  shall  not  affect  the  validity  of  any other  provisions,  sections,  or  
portions  thereof of  the  ordinance.  The  remainder  of  the  ordinance shall  remain  in  
full  force  and  effect.   Any  other  ordinances  whose  terms  are  in  conflict  with  the  
provisions  of  this  ordinance  are  hereby  repealed  as  to  those  terms  that  conflict. 
 
(4) Effective Date.    This  ordinance  shall  take  effect  immediately  upon  passage  
and  posting  as  provided  by  law.   
 
 Adopted this  6th  day of   July , 2009, by a vote of  5  for,  0 against, and  0  abstain. 
 

(Signed Copy Available in the Clerk’s Office) 
 
      TOWN OF COTTAGE GROVE 
 

  
Kris Hampton, Town Chair 

 
       ATTEST:        
 

  
Kim Banigan, Town Clerk 

 
Approved as to form as of this 
______ day of _________, 2009. 
 
ANDERSON & KENT, S.C. 
 
 
________________________ 
Constance L. Anderson 
Cottage Grove Town Attorney 
 


