
TOWN OF COTTAGE GROVE
TOWN BOARD MEETING
FEBRUARY 16, 2015
 

 I. ADMINISTRATIVE

 A. Notice of the meeting was posted at Town Hall, the park at 4539 American Way, Gaston Road
at Brown Thrush and US Hwy 12 & 18 at County Road BN, and on the Town's web site. 
Town Chair Kris Hampton and Supervisors Mike Fonger, Steve Anders, Mike DuPlayee and 
Kristi Williams were present, along with Clerk Kim Banigan, Treasurer Debra Abel, Highway
Superintendent Jeff Smith, Attorney Connie Anderson, Caption Jeff Teuscher and Deputy 
Brian Biwer.

 B. Hampton called the meeting to order at 7:03P.M.

 C. Minutes of previous meeting(s):  MOTION by DuPlayee/Williams to approve the minutes of 
the February 2, 2015 Public Hearing and Town Board meeting with the addition of the cost of 
the truck down payment in item II. E. MOTION CARRIED 5-0. 

 D. Finance Report and Approval of Bills:  

 1. MOTION by DuPlayee/Williams to approve payment of bills corresponding to checks 
#23164-23370 as presented.  MOTION CARRIED 5-0.  

 2. Treasurer Abel reported that the field audit on February 12th went well, and she has her 
first installment tax settlement with the County Treasurer on February 19th.  She asked 
that February per diem reports be submitted by March 1st.

 E. Public Concerns: Cindy Butteris, 4136 Vilas Road, provided a copy of an invoice she 
submitted to the Village of Cottage Grove on December 31, 2014 for trees removed from her 
property.  There was consensus to put this on the March 2nd agenda if she still has not received
payment, for possible referral to the Town Attorney.

 F. Road Right of Way Permits: None.

 II. BUSINESS:

 A. Review January police activities:  Captain Teuscher provided a handout graphing Town calls 
for service and citations by type.  He noted that the figures represent all DCSO activities in 
the Town, not just those of the contracted deputies.  There were 202 calls for service and 95 
citations issued in the month of January.  115 of the calls for service were traffic related, and 
Captain Teuscher reported that about half of the traffic citations were issued by contracted 
deputies.  There were two significant incidents in January:  a suicide and a fatal accident.   
Discussion was that board members have been receiving positive feedback from residents 
regarding services and visibility of our contracted officers,  and are pleased with the services 
provided so far by DCSO.  

 B. Discuss/Consider amending the Personnel Polices and Procedures Manual:  Attorney 
Anderson presented a memo outlining the rationale behind her recommended changes to the 
vacation policy.  The policy itself contains a chart showing the annual vacation benefit based 
on years of service and the maximum vacation benefit that can be accrued at any point in 
time.  Discussion was to modify the years of service in the chart as follows:  0 – 6 months of 
service: no vacation accrues, 6 months to 5 years: 2 weeks accrue per year.  5-12 years: 3 
weeks accrue per year.  12-20 years: 4 weeks accrue per year.  20+ years: 5 weeks accrue per 
year.  The recommended policy would limit the maximum vacation accrual to an employee's 
annual vacation benefit plus one week at any time.  Because the current policy only enforces a
a maximum accrual on an annual basis, some employees will have to spend down some 
vacation to come into compliance with this.  Discussion was to give them until October 1, 
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2016 to do that. MOTION by Anders/Fonger to adopt Resolution 2015-01 Adopting Vacation
Policy for Inclusion in Employee Handbook, as recommended by Attorney Anderson, with the
changes as discussed tonight incorporated.  MOTION CARRIED 5-0.  

 C. Discuss/Consider approval of a certified survey map for Patrick & Peggy Coffey, 4452 Ridge 
Rd:  MOTION by DuPlayee/Anders to approve the CSM identified as Dwg. No. 4544-14 
dated 02/05/2015.  MOTION CARRIED 5-0.

 D. Discuss/Consider response to DOA Annexation Review Questionnaire for 2863 County Rd. 
BB.  The Clerk had completed the factual content of the questionnaire, leaving the comments 
to the board.  Attorney Anderson noted that the petition references a cooperative agreement 
under ss. 66.0307, but the Town does not have any such agreement with the Village of Cottage
Grove.  MOTION by Hampton/DuPlayee directing Attorney Anderson to contact Erich 
Schmidtke of the DOA to make him aware of the lack of cooperative agreement and other 
errors on the application.  MOTION CARRIED 5-0.

 E. Discuss/Consider approval of a letter to Rep. Robb Kahl in support of allowing Dane County 
Towns to withdraw from County Zoning:  Williams does not support this letter, feels that 
there are good reasons for having stronger controls over where development occurs.  
Hampton thinks that if Towns can opt in they should be able to opt out.  MOTION by 
Anders/DuPlayee to approve the letter to  Rep. Robb Kahl in support of allowing Dane 
County Towns to withdraw from County Zoning.  MOTION CARRIED 4-1 (Williams 
opposed).

 F. Discuss/Consider approval of the expense to install a street light at the corner of Vilas Hope 
Road and County Road AB:  Smith reported that a new pole will be required, with an 
installation cost of $395 and an annual cost of $100.  MOTION by DuPlayee/Williams to 
approve the installation and annual costs of  a street light at the corner of Vilas Hope Road 
and County Road AB.  MOTION CARRIED 5-0.

 G. Discuss/Consider Town Hall rental fee to non-Town residents:  Historically Village residents 
have been allowed to rent the Town Hall at the resident rate, but historically Town residents 
could participate in Village recreation programs at resident rates.  MOTION by 
DuPlayee/Fonger to charge Village of Cottage Grove residents at the non-resident rate for use 
of the Town Hall.  MOTION CARRIED 5-0.  (Flynn hall is still available to Village 
residents at the resident rate since the Village contributes to its upkeep expenses).

 H. Discuss/Consider approval of Greyhound Janitorial quote to strip & wax vinyl floors at the 
Police Station:  Three options were proposed:  Strip and wax the floors for $713.00, hardscrub
the floors for $475.00, or Scrub and power buff the floors for $116.  MOTION by 
Hampton/Anders to approve spending $713.00 for Greyhound Janitorial to strip and wax the 
vinyl floors at the Police Station.  MOTION CARRIED 5-0.

 I. Discuss/Consider approval of Greyhound Janitorial quote to strip & wax the vinyl lunch room
floor at the Town Garage:  Two options were proposed:  Strip and wax the floors for $192.00 
or hardscrub the floors for $128.00 MOTION by DuPlayee/Williams to approve spending 
$192.00 for Greyhound Janitorial to strip and wax the vinyl floors in the lunch room of the 
Town Garage.  MOTION CARRIED 5-0.
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 J. Discuss/Consider approval of attendees to Capital Day on March 24th:  Hampton plans to go.  

 III. CLERK'S REPORT: The Clerk attended the recent public information meeting regarding the 
supervised release of a registered sex offender who DOC plans to house on Gaston Circle.  It was a
full house crowd with presentations made by DCSO, DOC, DHS, the Wisconsin Sex Offender 
Registry, and the GPS service provider for his ankle bracelet.  Based on information given out that 
night, the Clerk expects that residents will be requesting an ordinance to restrict sex offender 
residency in the Town.

 IV. BOARD REPORTS AND COMMUNICATIONS:   

 A. Hampton:  

 1. The draft MPO Roadway Functional Classification Map is now available.

 2. Hampton gave Fonger the color swatches for the Flynn Hall door. 

 B. Anders reported that the 911 Center Board met last week and claims to have support from the 
Fire and EMS Chiefs for a phased approach of the new paging system, which would mean 
reprogramming radios multiple times.  

 C. Smith reported that the new loader has been delivered.

 V. COMMITTEE REPORTS:  

 A. Emergency Government Committee:  A dry run event was held at the February meeting.

 VI. Adjournment:  MOTION by Hampton/DuPlayee to adjourn.  MOTION CARRIED 5-0.  The 
meeting ended at 8:45 P.M.

Kim Banigan, Clerk
Approved 3-2-2015
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